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REPORT FROM CATHOLIC ARCHIVES SOCIETY
(UNITED KINGDOM & IRELAND)

Although the Catholic Archives Society (founded in 1979) exists
to promote the care and preservation of the archives of the dioceses,
religious foundations, institutions and societies of the Catholic Church
in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland, in this report I will
confine my remarks to the situation pertaining to England and \)flales
(Scotland and Ireland are separate ecclesiastical jurisdictions and
likewise civil law varies berween each country).

1. REGULATIoN oF Ar.cHrvss

The Catholic Archives Society (CAS), although a separate body,

although primarily an a keen
interest in the preserv rmation
Catholicism in Britain er (con-

tained in one of the bi-annual editions of the CRS joumal Recasant
History) publishes information on the accession and migration of
archivès òf Catholic interest. The Association of Diocesan Archivists

material and related artefacts are assuming an ever increasing impor-
tance in the awareness of the episcopate and its advisers. The CAS
also works in conjunction with the Cànon Law Society of Britain and
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Ireland in matters of common interest: e.g. in the question of pre-
servation and access of archival material relating to moral or legal
cases, At the local (diocesan) level there exist a number of historical
Commissions and Societies (some official, others voluntary) which
also assist in the collection and preservation of archives.

2. MaNacpMENT oF AxcHrvar HrrurecE

This is very much a local (diocesan and religious) issue, dthough
lately there have been suggestions for a central repository to be
established in order to house the archives of small and/or dissolved
religious instirutes and lay associations. At present a number of diocesan
archives (especially lVestminster) have custody of the archival col-
lections of defunct lay societies. The problem of (especially single-
house) contemplative religious foundations is also a priority: some
diocesan archives have taken custody of the archives of disbanded
enclosed convents (e.g. Salford: Salford,/Manchester Carmel dosed 1993),
while other closed houses have amalgamated with larger communities
and their archives have been likewise incorporated. The Catholic
Archives Sociery in its journd, Catbolic Arcbiues, regularly publishes
information regarding the migration and present location of the
archives of religious houses which have closed. A number of dioceses
(e.g. Middlesborough, Brent'wood) have instituted a system of inven-
tories which list the archives/objects of artlarchitectural features of

3. Tnr Co-onorNeloN oF MeNncEusNT SysrEMS

recognised by individual dioceses, religious congregations and lay
societies that use of the www is an essential feature in modem archival
management. There is, however, a national Catholic History website
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on which the CAS, CRS etc. have pages. The production, purchase,
installation and training for use of an integrated system of archival
software designed to accomodate a Catholic archival collection is an
urgent priority. Again, it is the cost, expertise and personnel required
which are the chief obstacles to the rea[sation of this task. Moreover,
relatively few dioceses or religious congregations or lay associations in
England and \X/ales have a full-time archivist.

4. RlrerroNs BET\rEEN THE CHURCH AND Srarr/Local GovERNMENT

At national level in England and §7ales the Royal Historical
Manuscripts Commission (HMC) is the principal body charged with
the oversight, regulation and guidance of archival matters, supported
in many instances by Acts of Parliament. The Public Record Office
(London) and the Local Record Offices (counties and metroplitan
boroughs) provide the main statutory archival services. The HMC also
mainatins the National Register of Archives. Although the Catholic
Church is not officially represented on the HMC, nor on the British
Records Association (in contrast with the Church of England),
nevertheless, a close relationship exists via those Catholics who work
on such statutory bodies and individual Catholic archivists who belong
to the BRA and,/or attend its meetings on behalf of the CAS. Other
natiorial bodies, e.g. the Royal Historical Society, have Catholics (clergy
and laity) who hold fellowships or who are members. At local level the
County Record Offices provide a close and invaluable form of support
to the diocesan and religious/lay archivists. County Record Offices will
provide free advice and consultation to ecclesiastical archives in order
to assist them in drawing up plans of management. Expert advice on
preservation and conservation is also available. Individual dioceses (e.g.

Liverpool, Lancaster) have sometimes made major deposits of records
in their local record offices. The Catholic Archives Society has several
of its members employed as professional archivists in local record
offices and such members provide a very important link bet'ween
ecclesiastical and civil archive administration. Finally, the Religious
Archives Group (RAG) of the Society of Archivists (the professional
association for archivists) includes a number of Catholics among its
members ancl the Catholic Archives Society is always represented at
the annual meeting of the RAG.


