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REPORT FROM THE CATHOLIC ARCHIVES SOCIETY

/ASSOCIATION OF DIOCESAN ARCHIVISTS

Since the last European Meeting of the A.A.E. in Trento (2003)
there have been a number of important developments in the sphere
of Catholic archives and archivists. This brief report will focus upon
the work of two (closely associated) groups, viz. the Catholic
Archives Society (C.A.S.), which covers the United Kingdom and
Ireland - although Ireland has its own (ecumenical) Society of Church
Archivists - and the Association of Diocesan Archivists (A.D.A.), the
membership of which is limited to England and tVales, although a

representative from Scotland has on occasions attended its meetings.
The current Chairperson of the C.A.S. is Margaret Harcourt Villiams
(formerly its Secretary) and the Co-ordinator of A.D.A. is Rev. Stewart
Foster, Archivist of the Diocese of Brentwood (who in 2077 assumed
this role following many years of service by Rev. David Lannon,
Archivist of the Diocese of Salford).

The C.A.S. continues to be active as the body comprising and
representing archivists (both professional and non-professional)
engaged in the care of the archives of the Catholic Church (diocesan,
religious, lay organizations). Its principal activities include an Annual
Conference, training days for members and professional publications,
the latter comprising an annual journal (Catbolic Arcbiues), an annual
newsletter (C.A.S. Bulletin) and regular leaflets and other material
offering information and advice on a wide variety of archival and
related topics. The C.A.S. has as its Patrons Cardinals Marchisano and
Murphy-O'Connor and also Bishop John Arnold, an Auxiliary Bishop
of the Archdiocese of 'Westminster, who acts as a liaison on archival
matters with the Catholic Bishops' Conference of England & \7ales.
The C.A.S. also has more intermittent and less formal contacts with the
Bishops' Conferences of Scotland and Ireland.

Indeed, one of the most important tasks of the C.A.S. in recent
years - a task still in progress - has been to enter into communica-
tion with the Bishops' Conference of England & Vales with regard to
seeking a standardisation at the national level of such matters as: (1)
a uniform closure rule for access to diocesan archives and sacramental
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professional archivist has been employed (also serving as archivist to
the Catholic Bishops, Conference of England and Vale"s) as well as an
assistant archivist. In other dioceses, be the archivist a priest, a reli-
gious or a lay person, volunteers are increasingly involveà in the work
of the archives. For example, in the Diocese of portsmouth (which
includes the Channel Islands) each Deanery has a lay volunteer
appointed to co-ordinate archival matters at the local levél in consul-
tation with parish priests. Moreover, in many diocesan archives the
work of ca_taloguing.and calendaring by means of computer techno-
logy is well advanced e.g. in the Dioèese of Derry in Irelànd this work
was undertaken by the.retired bishop. Even in dioceses where compu-
terisation is less well advanced, cataloguing procedures have
improved in recent years.

_ Another important development has been the establishment at
Douai Abbey (to the west of London) of a new archive and library
facility which, as well as catering for its own Benedictine community,
has also extended its provision ò other monastic communities where
the conservation and preservation of archives has proved problematic.
This initiative has been underraken by Abbot Geofirey scott (president
of the c.A.s.) and while ir is nor envisagecl as a ,nationai catholic
archive', it has been able to accommodate a number of collections.
Among the religious congregations generalry, there has been a trencJ
towards the employment of lay professional archivists in the mana-
gement of both archives and heritage centres, e.g. the Jesuits, the
Sisters of Mercy and the poor Servants of the Mothér of God.
Howeveq many religious congregations/communities are in serious
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numerical decline and the provision of suitable locations for their
archival material continues to be a challenge.

Members of both the C.A.S. and A.D.A. are also closely involved
with (and often are also members o0 specialist historical and genea-
logical groups, e.g. the Catholic Record Society, the Scottish Catholic
Historical Association and the Catholic Family History Association.

The C.A.S. and A.D.A. have also co-operated with government and
other secular organisations at both national and local level. In England
the National Archives recently undeftook a survey of the archives of
religious bodies to which the C.A.S. made an important contribution.
The C.A.S. is also represented on the ecumenical Religious Archives
Group. Moreover, many dioceses in England & Wales have undertaken
architectural surveys of their church buildings in conjunction with
government-aided bodies, and in each case diocesan archivists have
contributed to this work. Equally, archivists of Catholic institutions
have been closely associated with such events as the beatification of
Cardinal Newman (2010) and the publication of important historical
and biographical studies: within the last few years new biographies
have been produced for two Cardinal Archbishops of Westminster
(Hinsley & Heenan) - with a third (Bourne) soon to be published - as

well as for other bishops and important ecclesiastical figures.
Although not directly involved, the C.A.S. has watched with inte-

rest developments at the Scottish Catholic Archives (Edinburgh). This
institution has now closed, with the most impofiant and historic mate-
rial due to be deposited at the University of Aberdeen and more recent
material to be located elsewhere, either at diocesan or national level.

Internationally, in recent years the C.A.S. has organised a number
of visits to archives (both ecclesiastical and secular) in locations such
as Rome, Paris Brugge/Bruges, Valladolid, Hildesheim and Ireland.
The contacts made with other archivists have proved very beneficial.

In conclusion, it is important to recognise that although adequate
funding continues to be a problem for ecclesiastical (and indeed
secular) archives in Britain and Ireland, and although a number of
dioce.ses and religious congreÉlations operate archival facilities which
are of a more basic nature - constrained both by financial resources
and/or suitable facilities for storage - nevertheless there is a growing
awareness of the importance of the Church's cultural heritage and the
place of archives within her wider patrimony. In a number of
instances important collections have been safeguarded and at local
(parish) level many improvements have been made in terms of the
archival facilities available. Both the C.A.S. and the A.D.A. are
committed to their work and look forward to an even greater degree
of support from bishops and religious superiors.
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